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Hare ver may have been the cauſes: 1 that Glen TY e which. 
vou have hitherto: obſerved in relation to the important. buſi- 
neſs of Reform; it certainly cannot be attributed to a want of con- - 
eern about the general intereſts of Liberty. Upon this ſuhject, E 
tra your feelings and thoſe of the Convention are not differenz; 
nor can 1 eee les} ardent for the preſent. © 
aid future profperity' of your Country. That L here preſume to ad- | 
dreſs you; is wing to the firm conviction I entertain, of your poſs, 
ſelling ſeritittients finite! thoſe of che Convention, with, regard- | 
to tlie great "6bje@d""of- Liberty and public utility, which nom fo: 
kappily occupy the amet, UD nin id s 
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Tue bonberh which Alen Saß to take in any great publie mea- 
PO ſubmitted 6 their judgment] is often a/ matter of nice and 
ſerious determibation RP, wee. ſobjects, the 
general opinion remains unknown,” to heſitate is ; 
want of ſpirit, nor is ſilence a mark of e Too much . 
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: exution. cannot be e in judging of 1 which UI 


to the conſtitution of the 3 z nor is it the deſire of the Con- 


vention \ dat any acceſ ir ſyſtem, no more than * manner 
of their 61 own dings, A be diſtinguiſhed by any degree 


of precipitation. The firmeſt reſolutions generally proceed from the 


cooleſt deliberation; and in the ſteady temper of thoſe who, 
averſe from novelty, cannot readily change their views and ſitua- 


ting, aye Have a. ſure pledge, hen once they, arg impelled to gc. 
tion, of the moſt maniy and inflexible pence in 157 ind of 
their purkunt. . . 5 FVV 
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From theſe hn Wea an I conceive 555 ok ſan- 
guine hopes, that the very intereſting cauſe in whiel the Boroughs 


are engaged, ſhall yet derive the moſt ſolid advantages from your 
5 4 firm and animated exertions. It cannot fail to afford a very flatter- 
4 ing proſpect of ſucceſs, that, independent of the indiſputable 
juſtice of the meaſbre, à moſt veſpectuble coneurrence of the Bo- 


roughs; being a majority in humbers, and much] more in point 
real importance, chas-already: declared with; . and. firmneſs in 
_ favour'of the ſhkatary ſyſtein ef Reform, A par 1 
_ which has for its object a reſlitutiun 'of natural as ancient 

poſſeſſes, in itſelf, every juſt'and-eonfſtitutionsl claim to the 5 
tion of the Legiſlature, were it enforded only, by an individual: Bo. 
rough; but ebe united. voice of all the Boroughs, ſupported as it 4 | 
3 5 general ſpirit of the: people at large, Mhich, with, anxio 
- inptiticnet;/ looks für an effectual reform, ene ee 
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was ſack; that a veryidetermiried oppoſition; was naturally... to have, 
been erpected, Perſons; who have been, long in Power mult of 
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tives are induced to juſtify their meaſures, and deferid their ancherz 
ty; and in this way not only the vicious but even the ami. 
able paſſions 'of men, are made ſometimes fubſervient to the 
ruin of their country. The moſt pernicious political ſyſtems, 
likewiſe, when long eſtabliſhed, even thoſe which make the deepeſt 
and moſt daring attacks on the liberties and general intereſts of man- 
kind, have univerſally met with warm and zealous defenders. The. 
Republic of Athens which preſerved to every citizen his natural 
freedom and dignity, could not boaſt ef more advocates than the 
Deſpotiſms of France and 'Spain, in ſpite of the horrors of the Baſtile 
and the Inquiſition. The illuſtrious ſyſtem of Roman Liberty, in its 
decline, was not ſupported by half the zeal or abilities which were 
afterwards employed in eftabliſiing and defending thoſe: criminal 
ſchemes of tyrauny and ſuperſtition, by which it was fucceeded. 
It is indeed one of the misforturies of Civil Society, that power ori- 
ginally obtained by violence and encroachment, is afterwards defend-" 
ed on the foundations of right, and on pretended principles of pub- 
lic utility. The moſt inſolent tyrannies after a little time, arrogate 
the name of legal conftitutions. Deſpotifms of different deſcriptions. 
ſtart up under the appellation of Good order; and Slavery in various 
ſbapes often ſolicits and uirfortunately obtains our approbation and 
protection, under the pteaſing name of Tranquility. The combined 
operation of theſe varidus citeumiſiances invobving pretences which. 
prored fatal to the Liberties of tlie geottiſh Boroughs, hind 
Reforth Togo.) * — 

Men naturally acquire a lively affection for any e PRONE 
whick they enjoy Power. If, as in our Royal Boroughs, the power 
| be divided among a few ten to them it becomes by: ſo much the 
more valuable; and their zeal iii favour of the ſyſtem gros warm 
and violent, in proportion to the intereſt which they feel themſelves 
to 2 0 in r . be wage by the marked 

* K e 3 7 hilton Auperiority 


» 
FEY E 
* 1 A 
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their flows 3 ail thei private intereſt is N he the bold 
advantages which, in many reſpects, uſually accompany. the enjoy- 
ment of power. It need not therefare. ſurpriſe us, that the propoſed 
Reform which ſtrikes at the root of ſuch little partial ſchemes of 
authority, ſhould have met and ſhall yay: meet n bf ene 
, eee . b 5 1 7 F555 

HS £78 65 admirably ae to d in a 1 men 1 
ſupported by connections and dependents, the natural and univerſal 
paſſions of vanity and private intereſt, are not to be ſurrendered 
without reſiſtance; and ſo ſhameleſs are the votaries of power un- 
juftly acquired and maintained, that ſome of them, as if they held a 
property in the Liberties of their fellow-citizens, condemned the Re- 
form as injurious to their rights and privileges pretended to be 
ſanctified by laws and eſtabliſhed uſages ! The arts of deluſion, the 
enemies of Reform in every part of the iſland have carried ſo far as 
even to affirm, with an appearance of confidence, that the nation 
would be ruined in the deſtruction of their unjuſt and partial ſyſtems: 
Like the prieſts of Paganiſm who governed chiefly by the deepeſt 
views of private intereſt, afraid of the downfal of. thoſe. eftabliſh- 
ments which © equally flattered their vanity and - pampered their 
every luxurious paſſion, ventured boldly, to predict the corruption 
of every virtue and the Joſs of human happineſs, in the aboli- 
tion of their own impious tenets, and in the introduction of a pure 
and divine OY, ! 8 


i 


- e + 


e her name Lin! Refiirm/1 was no 1 3 ther - in 
this or in the neighbouring kingdom, than it rouſed the oppoſition 
of men whoſe power if ſucceſsful, it muſt neceſſarily have affect- 


ed, 'or who from principle, diſlike every thing that carries the 8 


appearance of innovation. Their abilities unuſually excited by the 
nature and- magnitude of a ſubject in which they were fo deeply 
| concerned, 


. | | Ef 3Þ.F) 


concerned, were ſufficient in the opinion of many, to aford a colour- 
able defence to ſyſtems no leſs unconſtitutional, in their form than 
pernicious in their eonſequences. The ſhafts of ridicule directed by 
the eager ſpirit of intereſt, or by the quick though miſtaken fear | 
which human wit and ingenuity, could have placed it- The danger 
and confuſion which, it was pretendęed, muſt always accompany. 

every alteration: of eſtabliſned inſtitutions however corrupt and un- 
juſt, wers employed with adtmirable addreſi, to terriſys the minds: 3 
of the people and reconcile them to / a ſituation / injurious! to them = 
ſelves and baneful to the proſperity of the country. Liberal and he- „ 3 
neficent as was the ſyſtem of Reform both in its nature and effect, 

it eſeaped not tlie objection which; infidelity: had long ago urged 

| was the Reform inſulted in the cradle; and when it had advanced; 

a little farther towards maturity, was it likewiſe vilified: with tlie 

names of turbulence and ſedition; appellations which Deſpotiſm of 

every deſeription never h to beſtow on Every: Re e of the 
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Under theſe circumſtances i it was not ſurpriſing that in our BO. 
roughs; many citizens who even felt high in the cauſe of Liberty 
fhould have been with-held, by a peculiar delicacy of temper not 
unnatural to the "beſt 1 men and the moſt enli chtened minds, from 
teſtifying "their cohcurtence with the Reform, or making an open 
declaration of their ſentiments. "Confeious, however, of its Tegi- 
timate offsprin 8 and pacific ſpirit; the” Reform proceeded” with per- 
ſeverance and "dignity occaſionally refuting and always treating 
with u becoming diſdain the calumnies of its enemies. The Reform 

was at length embraced by a General Convention of the people 
who with equal pride and pleaſure owned it as the genuine and 
ituſtrious offering of ConSTITUTIONAL LIBERTY. 
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The appearance of this Convention began to operate a change in 
the opinions of many, who had eonſidered the Reform as viſionary, 
or treated it with "contempt. The Spirit of Liberty conducted 
with moderation and ſupported with firmneſs, poſſeſſes a dignity 
which commands reſpect, and a Iiberality and eandour which are 
even contagious, and are of courſe, often | infuſed into the minds 
of its avwowed enemies. It informs the underſtanding and opens 
the heart; prepares the way for the reception of truth and an im- 
partial examination of the rights and intereſts of mankind. Many 
of thoſe therefore who, from principle or intereſted motives, had 
formerly been hoſtile to the Reform, began now to ſpeak of it as 
an object of reſpet The conſtitutional doctrines laid down by the 
[convincing manner, the calumnies which had been propagated againſt: 
the friends of Reform, as if they bad meditated à total change 
marked wich à deliberate firmneſs, which was evidently the re- 
ſalt of conviction, and of the moſſt perfect confidence in the good 
neſs of their cauſe. The people in general were made to con- 
ceive, in the reſult of this Convention, that there might be a 
Reform. without violence or ſedition, and that the diſeaſes in the 
body- politic, which had made ſo great and alarming a progreſs, | 
| might be,expelled, wirbout endangering in any, degree the general 
ſyſtem. The numbers, beſides, that attended the Convention, the 
ſpirit by which. they appeared to be animated, the information upon 
which they founded their reſolutions, all tended to beget an opinion, 
that the abuſes preyailing-in- the government of Boroughs had now 
reaehed that degree of enormity, at which the vori political evils 
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In this ſtate of the intereftiti; amt important buſineſs: of Reform, 
were aden exiſt not any 'of thoſe reaſans which:with-yow-rhight 
y bade Aictatäd the propriety of reſerwe. It is not there- 
plas; 1 dope tchkr premature or impreper eurneſtly de ſobeit 
aud confidently to ep your vigorous and deciſive efforts in fad ur 

| W mbit ne "which the unamimous reſdlutions uf che General - 
Cbudentiod Had C 4; 40% coakrmed 
from the opimiion I hi DC ed U Four tatifler;ahd:the dveꝑ con- 
F the recovery of yourown 
dig 45 eee, Ser ans 91 

99H $0! tnfo! IA 21, cad Joined 2611.10) Aegi 2; 4 
e bf cdl Ho! denänd en- btestien, dend Iuppett, 
vou will readily perceive, art) in: He fefpe bre, itlore intim teh dg. 

| need with the intereſts of Liberty and the general proſperity 

of Four Comntry} chan any fer which Bcorfmen habe v dontuhded 

3 -e eee This was The greut uind 
memorable event Which Taid opel topublic de the original ſoun- 
fr wer" And Welh  prodixiaieirnhetworld:theoillifei- 
od tribinph'ör Efberty, Ger e wilted: forces ef "Superſtitions 4nd 
— lat ae period whenicthe! Voldeft piflions 
of rabents : Were requiſteeſ ve people” of 
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utter ertingulfheh- Wnt Fudging of (heir? from 
lie Ui pet, ce dy ee Mee (vie ebiidsno 
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| and ohey the ee e will before 1788, and in che open 
eld af the Conſtitution, obtain decifiye victqrx ver more igngble 
- butinot-leſsifatal or pernieious: jedemies of; public; ihr ah dn Pu- 
bie proſperity . That the people may continue a anni nd degraded 
_ exiſtence; under; the preſent: eſtabliſhments, . L. mean No e 
[forthe poſſibilityiof this fact has been fully dem ige 
_ Jamentable-;experigndo.nnd; oppreſich. pf genturie: Bute nil you 
- have; entirely, aboliſhed cthoſs little, arifiperacies: qr hag 
copdiitutional. power zin auf Boroughs Which ;vith,,a, PrgprietN of 
phraſe. admirably ſuited to the, ſubjeQ,; vou have. denomimated junto:, 
it is impoſſible that the promiſed bleſſings of the Revolution, the 
enn Papen. Aud ping deg gen hx ich ob. 


8 og viper Hr vor 
Lait lroneg 9:17 bis Nd to kann offs di batdor 
bob the Revdlution, it muſt hen allowed, great and important 
acbzecte wete + attained and: : feehrel to the, peoples, Tb, more 
5 land idaring violations of; their rights, and. libertzes,, whuch 
 haid:heer() formerly; ipraftifedsi were; declared, illegal, and 3 guard- 
dell againſt in ftuxe;obyexprefs., r asd penal. pet -> 
-nafehy which! in former; times, had;/impiouſly, challenged. a di 
origin, was yeduerd;ta- the andard, of; huma: made 50 bepd 
under the proper, xeſtraints-of Jaws, and, to acknowledge, a e | 
terms, an hurhexitꝝi derived: only fyom the Fgople: Zut; gre at and 
NN ws this (happy; Remalution dn ice nge The pppreF 
© Gans of che peo merge et entirely nemoped, per df ir juſt com- 
fein erh, egg rodreſſe . It, een ſuppoſe, 
nor can I andylge. the mortifying, xefleQion, that, thoſe. great. men 
 [whalprojedted and; accompliſhed. ahe.;Regplation ;defjxed only. to re- 
moe a regal, trannytothęneſſagts, of which, they hack f felt, in xr 
hey. mixht, in their , different + * rdjnate, ſtations, hre priate 4 
to themfelves The, pleafyres ang, profits gf, domination over, the. Iree- | 
dem of :Boraughs and; othen _ * People, e 
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fulby the dignity of an illuſtrious tranſaRtion;"by aſcribipg to its au- 
thors motives or deſigus 10 inconſiſtent! with their eminent rank and 
zalities; the liberal views they profeſſed, and the: exalted 
$bjeRts for: which they contended.” Not to throw the ſlighteſt re- 
| ras: on the characters of inen, who doughe to be held in venera- 
tion, I. willingly: preſume; that they and the people at large may 
Rave overlooked every inferior conſideration, being dazzled by 
the unufual ſplendour! of à tranſaction Which, by the ,banih- 
ment of an aneient race of Kings had put an end! to xegal;; tyranny, 
reſtoring the genuine principles of the Conſtitution, in a legal 
nmited monarchy. But whatever may have been the occaſion of con- 
tinuing, you have at thus day, near a century after the Reyolution 
to lameim thelexiſtenee of enorinous violations af your natural and 
donſtitutional rights] in thoſe partial and illiberal ſyſtems which have 
obtained in the government of Boroughs: And. to you as; well as 
ieee een towns, it is not ſo material to trace, in the 
A ties of men /or.'6therwiſe;- the, original cauſe of your, misfor- 
tune as to furvey+the wide and deſtruttive- extent, of the\.cvik; and 
1 e . 502 
eri 46 71 Io 2te NY Re 78 d 
After the expulſion even of Kings for having trampled on the 
berty of the Subject and the principles of the Conſtitution, there 
remained; and to the diſgrace of the age; there ſtill remain, in the 
very boſbm of tlie edhntry eſpecially in our Royal. Boroughs, a 
number of inferior tyrinnies which; under the coyer of legal names 
have committed: the derpen offenees againſt the rights and- eſſential 
Sntereſts'of the people. They have ldvithly-alienated,-or grofly.miC- 
wage che public property and revenues f Boreughet They 
have in various” faſtances ihfliltec' and injured? ehr demchunities 
which they pretend to govern, treating them with neglect and 
contempt, and antroducing yenal and corrupt practices, ; pot only i in 
9 tion, but alls in the m 2 e i " parlin- 


b glaringly violated their natural | 
dad conſtitutional liberties, reclueing them to a mortifyiag co 
of infiuilicance und ſeremute- peer thus depretied:the mitts 
nd relaxed the induſtry of the” people, deſtroying that lively ſpirit 
and love of enterprixe, and that various activity and vigour of ge- 
ius, Which are che waturel fruits of Liberty; which are powerful 
ſpriugs of every art, elegant or uſeful; which are eſſential to the 
, e ene reger eee Merge ms. 
. N 5k 2 TE 4 ler 4 "If 5 Sts by 91 
me en ae, more than [theſe eee . 
e branes nr of eee Bu af the na- 
Hite of your <ottifldints Which bre founded in the moſt indiſputable 
truth, carts due ge fp ee vie . K e 
Ahe e er Preite doond of this Audra — likewiſe 
be ſüperffübus; a'fepreſcutation''of the various evils of the. proſent 
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It muſt, tents, be e fe under a eee n 
eee e e beg: iberty to the people 
i Jos GS tte ng pirajcious, 8 el, Mlavery-... Cn. 
mtinities ure here govErurd by men in whoſe nomi either as 
| Magiftvares or Members of Parliament, chey have 3 10 voice, :with 
whim they have ina politicaleonneftiqn, over whom they. pgs: 
cral. In che Peeſent tines it certhinly is not neceſſa 
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e Zeng, Ginſs, a Burgh of Abetdet, 4 Citizen of Abetdten; 4 Rütter Hö 
2 eminent in ihé 1a at Effindorgh, an Ae ben nne 
—— r. 
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ſtrate the evil conſequences of inſtitutions which make the admini> 


ſtrators of public affairs ſuperior: to the control of the people: 
Knowing the fatal effects of ſuch ! iũſtitutions; to reprohate 


them, we only deſire to be aſcertained of their exiſtence, .convinced 


that every political conſtitution which renders governors totally 


independent of the people governed, is a pernicious deſpotiſm, under 


what pretence ſoever it may; have been eſtabliſhed, or whatever name 
it may have aſſu edu oH 0 til nA ne lle 36: nein 
r hafrolbs Hot araljoiauo0 bas 
The City of | Edinburgh” contains 70οοο inhabitants. Of 
theſe, thirty-three men only polleſs: the :excluſive £ right of ſend- 
ing te the i Houſe öf Commons, h perſon ub though belegt 


ed by ſo ſmall à number is by ſome ſingular ſtreteh of fancy; 


honoured With the reſpectable name of Repreſentative in Parliament 
for the City of Edinburgh the Metropolis of Seotland'eontaining 


70, 00 inhabitants! The population of Glaſgow is computed 
at 40, O00, but twenty nine perſons only are entitled to vote in the 
election of a Member of Parliament ! The inhabitants of Aber. 


deen amount to 20, 000. The right of voting in the election of a 


neee Gee is at the fame time confined te 
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"Theſe however are not the only examples of violent depri- 
vations of Liberty which are to be found in the Royal Boroughs. 
of Scotland- Among many, they are but "the moſt remarkable: 
For the degrees of lavery and injuſtice in the elections of * the 


other Boroughs are almoſt equally great, in proportion to their po- 
pulation and preſent numbers of electors. Needleſs even it is 


to fatigue and diſguſt the mind, by enumerating every direct in- 


fringempent of the rights of the. People, which has been committed 
in the government of Boroughs. Thoſe. inſtances which, have been 


mentioned concern the Parliamentary elections. To the intolera- 
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Ble abuſes, likewiſe,” which diſtinguiſh the internal policy of the Bo- 
roughs, it is no leſs proper and neceſſary to fttend ;| and a few ex · 
MY OO e to ſhow the [corrupted en 
_ thewhole. e. 3 options 2d:vs üb atom.) 
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1 eee Sem heir fees and uſage, the 
fame perſons, with hardly any change, poſſeſs the excluſive admini- 
ſtration of all public affairs. In others, the majority of Magiſtrates 
and Counſellors ſelf· elected, continue or may continue their offices 
compoſed of perſons: ho reſide in andther, and are the devoted 
friends of partieular families f. There are. Boroughs whoſe Ma- 
giſtrates are Gentlemen, poſſeſſiug no property in in them, but 
reſiding upon their eſtates at the diſtance of three, twelve, and 
twenty miles . Perſons bearing offices in fome Stottiſh Boroughs re- 
fide, in London . But of all the abſurdities which have been re- 
duced to practice in the government of; our Boroughs, the moſt {in- 
gular are, that in ſome diſtricts the ſame perſons are Counſellors in 
reſiding in any of them ++, and that ſume of the chief Ma- 
giſtrates of towns in the north of Scotland were during. their ma- 


e 
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4. Nairbe, Ce. This town had, 904 556 tht ms ime, aProveſt in India, a 
Bailie reſiding in the county of Inverneſs, 2, Treaſurer who reſided ſeveral miles 
out of town, and a Dean of Guild, N at thy Gas time, olfciated alſo as 
| atideſman at Fort George.” PO. ms 
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giſtracies, really ere „eee battleon Ow 
of Hindoſtan { #, . i 230187 : F nt 


Theſe are abuſes Which — ſhow the wretched Gate 
of Borough governments, and prove to A deinofiftratioh how it adapt- 
ed they are either to preſerve the Liberty, or promote 1 in other 
reſpects, the welfare and proſperity of the Country; z yet we have 
here exhibited with but faint colouring a few only of thoſe features 
which mark the uncommon : Oy 178 theſe e e - 9120005 


gien. 


But what enn has ROE of Fe to o convince you pr 
the reality of mortifications and oppreſſions which you feel, or of the 
exiſtence of miſchiefs, the conſequences of which are every day ob- 
vious to your ſeriſes. In the manifeſt corruptions and defects of the 
_ adtniniſtration of your Borvughs : in the exhauited ſtate of your 
public property and revenues; in the decayed anti depopulated ap- 
Pearance of your tons; in the ſmall extent and languid ſtate of 

your commerce and manufactures; in the miſerable and cxtenGye 
ſeenes of poverty; which almoſt on every fireet, and in every village, 
over the whole face'of the country, preſent themſelves to the fig; 
in all theſe various cireumſtances which admit not of ebutradiction, 
and eſcape not the obſervation of ary perſon, is to be, found internal 
and invincible evidence of the fatal effects of that narrow and op- 
preſſive poliey which has per vuded the eſtabliſhments of the Royal 

Boroughs of $otliggditt 1545 ras your! wot bat "99-309 


be caſe of "hell bas egdes ahelentlg Ae how „ way 
pollible | it is for Slavery in diſguiſe, to ſhelter itſelk within 
| the dominions "a. Liberty, and | the „  ſiipported' by the arms 
of "native inhabitants, to maintain its rund even for ages, de- 


gre ding . charabter, corrupting the i A i inva Ladung 
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575 . Sir Hear Mok, while 4" of this —_— if 1 am Bt 33 252 f 
ene was Commander in Chief of the Company's . in India, and actually 
there in perſon. 


25 6 J 


and deſtroyintg, with impunity, the firſt and moſt eſſential rights and 
intereſts of the. people! Thus enjoying the name only of Liberty; 

vou who boaſt of the ſuperior wiſdom, and free, ſpirit. of your Con- 
Kaden are made to ſuffer in reality, an .. ignominigus, MHayery 
with the poverty and depreſſion which naturally belong to that con- 
dition. Under the appellation of city governments, you only poſſeſz 
ſyſtems | which have been alternately the inſtruments of regal tyranny, 
and ariſtocratical domination. | Without having. entirely. changed 
pes nature in one at leaſt of theſe reſpects, they are now alſo be- 
come the vehicles of a certain ſpecies of commerce; and your Liber- 
ties, can you bear it without indignation ? your Liberties, and thoſe 


beta brother Citizens mne e eee the infamous trade! 


. 
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Acer bang in; Fog manner DP to call your: attention to 
8 real nature of your tuation, as. well as that of the other Bo- 
roughs, I cannot but anticipate the deciſion you will pronounce, and 
the part you will act. The former, I am convinced, will be conſti.. 
tutional, and the latter ſpirited. It is not to enforce any unjuſt or 
arbitrary meaſures that your concurrence is now requeſted, but to 
eſtabliſh in our Boroughs a liberal and conſtitutional. plan of magiſtrati- 
cal and parliamentary elections, which, in the words of the Convention 
and the induſtry, tranquillity and proſperity of the nation“. The ob- 
jects of the Reform, therefore, you perceive, are neither trivial 
nor partial, for they embrace every branch of the public 
utility. The cauſe is common and its principle great, for it is the 
cauſe of Liberty and our Country! Vour anceſtors boldly reſiſted, 
and in the end fortunately defeated the 5 rmidable attacks of 
the deſpotiſm of Kings. 2 Will Jou t then ſubmit to the dominion 
of inferior. tyrannies which have not only violated your rights, 
waſted your public revenues, deſolated or greatly depopu ted your 
towns, deſtroyed or materially injured your trade, ſcattered poverty 

''s Reſolutions of the Convention MHD of Tb cpu e 


* 


co 1 


and miſery, like the opening of FPandora's bax, over the land; but 
have alſo conrerted your Libertieg into a ſubject of traſfick, expoſing 
them to ſale, every market - day upenly, on the ſtreeta, in your very 
face, und before Jour, eee? In a word, zbhoſe ſyſtems whole, de- 
ſtruction ought now to be ons inveriable gbjeRt of Jour care and 
determined exertions, have in fact deprived qu of thoſe, eſſential 
rights which ſerve to diſcriminate free men in their ſocial capacities 
from che dayes of -the Eat or the jnferigr avunals e Ale 
2 — they have Jeft you is, that they e ES 255 
of ſharing 8 . n iet Mads 
Aided H it ot 156 {td C1 
The ee Yar? in dee e 16 Gall, 1 
moſt the capacity of receiving any addition. It here, therefore, am 


injury to ſuppoſe, that you could be lovger content tg line under 


rem, equally unmindful of ,youn own xights and dignity. and the 
intereſt of Jour childyen and poſterity ; 3 nor can I doubt that Jou 


have formed the re and manly reſolution of uniting with 


, 5 ; . y* I 
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18 Adusted ly 54 Saale If Pune utitiey, 1 bat niiher bett or f ubh 
part of chis letter alkided to the viecs or miſgovertiment of any particular perſons. 
Men in offics are conſidered as the objets of 'difapprobation only in ſo far as they 


wuſt riecclſarily be eſtecwd by the inberept corroptions of fylleme which, in the 


higheft, rere e bed Were 1er qpplicd, virtuous adminiſtra- 
WMichont it. even 2 good m men cannot 80. 
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very well, f r the 
ſyſtems. Vpon che 8 1 We fadiiging the fine "Rope with the 
Committee of Edinburgh in their Addreſs; ** That the gentlemen now in the Coun- 
e eils of the Burghs, "aſhamed ef the miſconduct of their predeceſſars in office, 


<4 wilt no longer continne to ſupport fy ſiems fo. liable by their - nature te e 


bots generonſiy ſacrificing eee to dhe, public god, will 


0 « tribute- theit aid 3 in effecting a Reforma! tion which muſt reſtore to. their 19772 ; 
«© citizens. the enjoyment o. of Splint Liberty, a and all | its s concomitant ad 
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66 vantages.. 


your fellow-citizens-in\the 


=o aboliſh them. The r — 


| n, is neither obſcive. dr Hiſtut. Ihe clear and determined 
Kiedof i large a miſotity-of the Bbroughs as have already Embraced 


the Reform, muſt foreibly intereſt geeegeed no 165 than the if 
mee e ep xr 9751 tes baννν 


ned their ion, contracted ſtructures of power | 
By: playing the batteries, therefore, of ſome of the Towns agaioft the, 
reſt, ſo as in the end to rivet their eonqueſt over the freedom of all; 
i 45 in this manner of Warfare Hole, chat the enemies of Liberty 


2 $44 $284 32 i&; 7 Pf Y: ert FR * r 4.70 x3 Er vent I" TY 


91 be kad conduth," indeed, by Which ww Reform ks been al- 
ready Tuppotted' 18 in a "great "majority \ of 1 75 Boroughs, g "merits the 
higheſt praiſe ; And, : Ante it it affords the Häppieſf prelages of tuccefs 
to the cauſe and of proſperity | to the Country, will doubtleſs be 
rewarded by the almiration of füture times. An exaniple"tin itfelf 
fo worthy of Imitation, chere is every reaſen ti) hope, will not be 


neglected by you; Bor "ly permit Yout"Ydverſiies to pales 
an advantage, however x trivial, „which may Prodiite even the a 

2 ance of an objeQtion t to A great and beneficial” item. Tue o 1 55 
of this "mealure vi well 1 55 that the Ade force of an the 4" 


„ 


roughs exerted in fuch a eau, would inſtantly overpower 
„ blaſt even their | hopes, of an effectus 


and Reform "mult conhide for their hopes of Vidtory"i in 4 clue ren. 


dered equally, deſperate and unpopular," by the enormity o of 1 its d ; 
juſtice nod pernicious, confoqnonces,.. It is, therefore, a duty you. owe 

to yourſelves, to your natural and intimate connection with the. 

other Boroughs alteady engaged in the conteſt, to your children and 


potevity, chat you wound rip the common ehemy of weapons 
which, however weak, Wille otherwiſe be employed to oppoſe the re- 


Noration of your own Liberties, as well as thoſe of your fellow- 
citizens, 


t 1 


Syſtems of univerſal ſlavery which have already!” ſtaineil the purity 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and deeply injured the moſt eſſential in- 
tereſtz of ver Cutty. Th jos is "uf * T6 5 650 N 
„benden e t n avon ry Hebt e tie” te erat 
*"Deprived of any did from” a difference of opinion ating the Bo- 

ughs, „ and reduced to the necellity of "maintaining the expediency 
8 corrupt, pernicious A ahd Unconftitutional fyſtems of city-govern- 
ments, how will the enemies of Reform be able to/ftind before the 
impartial, enlighttned, An! exalted” tribunal f à Britith Houſe of 
Commons? N your exkrtions it low depends, to drive 
dhe common enemy” W. dr förlorn afld delßerate fituation which, 
| however, is his Vacha groutid." Will he dare, under & manifeſt 1 
diſtdbäntage, to defend an attack From” the forbes of the Reform, 
N emboldened by the firmeſt"onfiletice"in the beſt eue; Salle 
likewiſe by the love of Liberty and the honour and intereſt of their 
Country? The ſyſtems of government in Borbuf ghs, which we have 
taken the liberty to condemn, have indeed, in their nature, nothing 
ol virtue or utility to protect them. Were they ftripped'of the robes 
with which the ſuppoſed acquieſcence of tlie people has, for a time, 
covered them, their native deformity: erkenn n Eengge 
ſenſts, and unite the opinions of all men in their deſtru 
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bed Jou reviely the plendia artet of you een, in de: 


— rl ” 
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with” the" Warthieft gratitucdle and the hight Hinitation. ou 
are Uobbtleſs" animated by an eager defiré to make poſterity 
feel emotions O 108 high, and equally Höndurable to vou: 
Tor, a diftinction Which" the Hiceſt ind" nobleft feelings of the heart 
| ren hen that'yoli ellimäte at ib high à rate, you mult naturally be 


+ et dhe weren aud welfare of ybüt Cue, Four hearts 2 5 


ambitious to 3 your name, Jnr Country, and the age in 
which 


1 


preſented itſelf. Fiat you will embrace it, there is no room to 
and thoſe of your children, but demands that diſplay: of public 
ſpirit, which, in your anceſtors, you contemplate with the profound 
eſt admiration. | You cannot, in the preſent, ſituation of affairs, per- 
form a greater ſervice to your Country and poſterity, than by con- 
tributing with firmne6 and: perſeyerance to aboliſh, the moſt cor- 
rupt and, peraigiqus. juſtitutions, of avery that were eyer ſuffered to 
exilt in s free Government. Ton will, then, fac as:chis ſpecies of 
Reform. extends, attain, the ha inet of enjoying and tranſmitting 
ta future ages, che Britiſh, Conftitution. i in its faireſt form, unconta- 
migated by ang tinQure of flavery, or any mixture of tyranny ; 
an action which muſt excite. the liyelieſt gratitude,, and command 
the, higheſt admiration of ſucceeding, ages, the molt hongurable, as 
well as the moſt, lating reward which Society can beſtow on the 
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"Ave what hs brew montoncd, ce, ee doc., 
which it was gonſtituted. Their ſcheme: liberal, and comprehenſive 
in its origin and object, embraces the freedom of all the Boroughs 
of Scatland, without limitation or diſtinQon,, It is by this męaſure 
alone that the Liberty of the people can be xewyed and firmly cured, 
and that the induſtry and e of the Nation can be effectually 
and extenGyely promoted, You, therefore, wall ſhare in the ad- 
vantages of the Reform. n0 leß than thoſe who are actually engaged 
in obtaining it: But it is conſiſtent with pour ſpirit and character, 
that wal l not owe alone to the bounty of, Bas hs: ought 
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t be the fruits of your united and animated exortions in vindlieating 
| your'NgturalRightragd:Conftitvacionat Liberien Its Angi bun 


Pra 


80 & 031 uhm ro499% 3113 10 hs e Brig 18 TOY Y Hoe o bly 
Upon cs ſubject I cannot allo myſelf to: run the hazard of be. 
ing miſünderſtood. A peruniary did to the Convention is mot the: 
object of my application That is n matter of; inferior moment, 
and to the liberality aud generdſity alone of the Borbughs, muſt it, 
entirely left without compulion'or folicitationa» The object | 
my requeſt” far different and moré intereſting lie, that yon 
ſhould contribute by your determined concurrence with the other 
Boroughs, to increafe the ſtream of Public Spirit which is now con- 
fiderably-Cirelledzand: will I truſt, fweep: away every trace of flayery 
from the faes of our Country, kxpoſing to the view.of the Vorld, in 
| a wide and" laffing” ſeehe” of | proſperity: and puhlie happineſs, the 
ore" and extenſive utility of Ag ans OED: 
"UF" T4 vet Abe ri A Har, TH 61 Bt 
Phila vet ths Borough of POPE Ein ad | 
the manner of their procecditigs,/ excite 4 very general attention. 
England, the favourite feat af Liberty; and Ireland whoſe glory; it 
| now is to emüllate tlie national ſpirit of England look towards yo 
with anxious erpechutibn. Scotland, they ſay, when once engaged 
in the Purſuit of any tion object, had; on former oocafions,.exhi- 
| bited utlequivoal" roofs of that degree of nianly ſenſei which! could 
not be miſled or divert 1 fm its parpole and of that intrepidity and ; 
perſeverance which were ſufficient to remove every obſtacle; and bear: 
down all oppoſition. While you conduct has thus become the ob- 
ject of attention to neighbouring nations, yqu eafly;perceive, that 
the tak WRIch' the occaſion: impoſts on you, is a delicate, but a 
noble one, tb ſupport the National Character of your Country equal- 
iy Aiſtitigiſh6d! for ' good ſepſe, and an exalted and-invincible ſpirit. | 


| You will not bear the mortifying reflection, that in china time Scot- 
F land. 


— 


witely not left alone in the eld. Englar 


injurious ſchEmes of government muſt: ſtillemain in our Boroughs, gr 
im any part of theſe Kingdoms, it is the duty of the people at. lead} to 
ale care; and to ſteſtify to. the world, that the guilt lies not Vith chem, 


and original rank eee eu 
| "= as the bb and e gf. the: penſion ier to allet 
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try, Aus us betdmel inhreſfarg to] proſarye to Sgotſmen thoſe, ho- 
 noutablecmarks of diſtinttinn which:theironeighbours celebrate. with; 
praiſe, anch to. chich the blood and the ſpirit: of their anceſtors had 
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Au this ardudu; thongh: meriteribus nbdertchings.youtare Forty: 
nd.and Ireland, illuſtripus 
Ales; embarked ih th6came capie, have ſtretched; ouß the libe- 
ral and affectionate hand of friendſbip. The. ave, of Reform 


is now common to three ancient Kingdoms, whoſe liberty, pro- 


ſperityß aud Freacne gg! as well as happineſi are the objects which» it 
ic bolves. The: magnitude axid-inportance. of theſe objects are well 


uitedito Ihe nuinbers, ſpirit and dignity, of the parties whoſe. united 


efforts are nom pledged: i a reguler aer 1 obtain 
them The hongur of forming a part of fa illuſtrious an afoeistion 


whoſe views-embrace-the.firlt concerns of: en in ſociety, von cannot 
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